

September 12, 2024

Dr. Murray
Fax#: 989-583-1914
RE:  Jose Lopez
DOB:  03/16/1963
Dear Dr. Murray:

Renal biopsy done at University of Michigan interventional radiology department, pathology called me Dr. Killing.  I called the patient with results, shows extensive hypertensive changes at least two-third filtering units are already collapsed as well as severe interstitial nephritis tubular atrophy.  No major changes for diabetic nephropathy.  I explained Mr. Lopez the meaning of this.  I request him to educate himself in terms of choices for dialysis as well as potential transplantation.  I explained the options of home peritoneal dialysis, home hemodialysis, in-center hemodialysis, the need of being proactive and have an AV fistula.  I review when we start dialysis based on symptoms as he already is with a GFR less than 15, he was around 12.  Presently has no symptoms whatsoever, making urine without edema and blood pressure variable at home.  He was appreciative of the discussion as well as the help University of Michigan.  However, at this moment, he is not willing to proceed for the educational class or the AV fistula.  He is still exploring based on his culture alternative means of treatment like vitamins, etc.  I asked him to check the Mayo Clinic internet educational tool.  He is willing to do blood test in a weekly basis on Mondays.  We will keep educating the patient about the importance of be prepared so that we do not have to be using temporal or dialysis catheter.  All questions were answered.  We will try to also schedule and in person visit.
All above issues were discussed with the patient.  Education provided, questions answered to patient's satisfaction.  Patient verbalized understanding.

Sincerely,

JOSE FUENTE, M.D.
JF/vv
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